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Abstract. An important problem that limits use of the microbial fuel cell (MFC) is a scaling
problem, e.g. the problem of choosing the optimal size. The main objective of the paper is to
develop a mathematical model of the processes in the MFC, so that it allows solving the scaling
problem analytically and by means of numerical experiments. The proposed in the paper MFC
model includes the electrodiffusion processes equation for positive and negative ions in the anode
chamber, the positive ions dynamic equation in the cathode chamber, the biological processes
kinetics equation in the anode chamber, initial and boundary conditions. The model takes into
account the residual charge dynamics in the anode chamber. The paper contains the comparison
of the amperage dynamics in the MFC electrical circuit obtained from mathematical modeling and
natural experiments conducted to confirm the correctness of the model. Qualitative agreement of
the results of the natural and numerical experiments has been obtained for MFCs with different
geometrical characteristics. In the natural and numerical experiments two surges of amperage
have been revealed. The first surge of amperage does not depend on the geometry of the MFC
chambers, it can be explained by the existence of the residual charge in the hinge of the sediments
placed in MFS anode chamber. The second surge of amperage is caused by microbial processes in

the MFC anode chamber; its amplitude is much larger than the amplitude of the first surge.

Keywords: microbial fuel cell, model waste water, anaerobic heterotrophic microflora, facultative
anaerobic heterotrophic microflora, math modeling, geometry of anode chamber, dynamics of

current-voltage characteristics.

PasBuTne Texmnosornn MUKpOOHBIX TOILIMB-
HBIX 2jieMenToB (MTD) cBsi3aHo ¢ mpucTaIbHBIM
BHUMAHUEM K AJBTEPHATUBHBIM HCTOYHUKAM
JIEKTPUIECKON dHepTuu. MUKPOOHBIN TOITUB-
HBI 97IeMeHT 00J1aJ[aeT COBOKYITHOCTBIO CBOUCTB,
XapaKTEPU3YIONINX ero KaK OMO3JIEKTPOXUMUIe-
ckuit remepaTop. OTCYTCTBUE JBUXKYIIAXCS Ta-
cTell U arpecCUBHBIX CPEJT OMPeIesseT OOIbIIO
(rozpl) pecypc aBTOHOMHO# paboThI yCTPOHCTB,
KOMIIEHCUDYIOIMINA UX HEOOJIBIIYIO YIEIbHYIO
MOIITHOCTh. B HacTosiiiee BpeMst CO3/IaHO MHOT'O
MO IuUKAIMIT MUKPOOHBIX TOILIMBHBIX 3JIEMEH-
TOB, CBOAAIIMMNXCA K ABYM OCHOBHBIM THUIIaM ——
MeMOpaHHbIM 1 Oe3meMmOpanubiM. MeMmOpaHHbIe

TOIJINBHBIC 3JIEMEHTBI II0 COBOKYITHOCTA IIPA3HA-
KOB B3aUMOJICHCTBUS C OKPYyZKalolleil cpe/ioil Ha-
XOAATCs OJIMKe K 3aKPBITOU CHCTEMe, ITO 00ec-
revynBaeT 0oJiee TOJIHBIN KOHTPOJIb TEXHOJIOTH-
YEeCKUX [1apaMeTPOB U BOCIIPOU3BOLUMOCTD IKC-
IIepuUMEHTOB. B OOJIBITUHCTBE CIydIaeB MaTeMa-
THUYEeCKOE MOJICIUPOBAHUECBA3AHO UMEHHO C UC-
nosibzoBanreM MTD mem6pannoro tuna [1-6).

1. SKCHepI/IMeHTaJIbHOG nccJjiegoBanue

MukpobHBIE TOILIUBHBIE 3JIEMEHTHI SIBJISTIOT-
Cs1 JIEKTPOXUMUYIECKIMI MeHepaTopaMu, pado-
TAIOMNMH 34 CYeT OMOTEHHOTO CO3IaHUsI pas-
HOCTH IIOTEHITNAJIOB Ha 3JIEKTPOIaX, PACIIOJIO-
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Tabauma 1
Ne Ob6beM KaTOIHOM O6beM aHOMHOMN Paccrosiane mexny anomom KoaunyuecTBo rmoko3sr B
MTD KaMepbl, MJI KaMepbl, MJI u MeMOpaHO, ¢M aHO/IHOM Kamepe, T
I 54 54 1 0.054
I 54 180 10 0.180
111 54 230 27 0.230

JKEHHBIX B KaMepax C 2KHUJIKOCTBIO II0 pas-
HbIE€ CTOPOHBI OT MOHOCEJEKTHUBHOI MeMOpaHBI.
JBmxkymuM HakTOpPOM SBJISIOTCS MUKPOOUO-
JIOTUYIECKHUE TTPOTIECChI, TPOUCXOJIAIINE B aHO/I-
HOIl KaMepe M 3aKJIOYaloluecss B pa3JjiozKe-
HUU OPTraHUIeCcKoro cybcrpara, MPpUBOJISIIEM B
KOHETHOM HUTOTe K CHUKEHUIO OKHUCJIUTEIbHO-
BOCCTAHOBUTEJILHOI'O TIOTEHIINAIA OTHOCUTEI b~
HO KaTOIHOI KaMmepbl. B KaTomHoit Kamepe mpo-
HUCXOIUT B3amMmojieiicTBre auddyHInpOBaBIINX
Yepe3 MOHOCEJIEKTUBHYIO MeMOpaHy ITPOTOHOB
¢ KHCJIOPOJIOM BO3JIyXa Ha IMOBEPXHOCTU KaTO-
na. [Ipu 5TOM BO BHeIHEH 1emnu, coenHsIIoIIei
aHOJl M KATOJ, TPOTEKAET HJICKTPUICCKUN TOK.

Benuanna 3/1eKTPHIECKOro TOKA 3aBUCUT OT
1EJIOT0 psifa (PaKTOPOB, PASIUIAIONIMXCS 110
CTEIeHN BJIUSIHUS HA 3JIEKTPOreHe3 MUKPOOHO-
ro TOIUIMBHOI'O 3jieMeHTa. JacTh U3 HUX HEIo-
CPEJICTBEHHO CBsi3aHa CO CTPOEHHEM 3JIEMEHTOB
YCTPORCTBA, TMOITOMY Ha TOCJEIHEM CJIELyeT
OCTAHOBUTLCS MOIPOOHEE.

Boiin  cKOHCTPpYHPOBAHBI JBYXKAMEPHBIE
MT?3 membpanHOTO THIIA. AHOIHBIE I KATOTHBIE
KaMepbl UMeJIN UIHHAPUIecKy1o hopMy OlnHaA-
KOBOTO JIMaMeTpa U pa3anduoit Jaumasl. ObbeM
KATOJIHBIX KaMep BCeX sg9eeK ObLI OJIMHAKOB U
coCTaBJIsT 54 MJI, AHOJHBIX — BapbUPOBAJI OT H4
1o 230 mu. ynna aHOTHBIX KaMep OIpeesisia
paccrosHue OT aHoma 10 MeMbpansbl. [l pazmie-
JICHUSI KaMEDP UCIO/Ib30BaIN NOHOCEIEKTUBHYIO
Mem6pany M®-4CK miomasio 3,14 cm?. Ka-
MepbI OBLITH 3AII0JIHEHBI BOJHBIM PACTBOPOM CO-
JIeit, IMUTHPYIONAM CTOYHYIO BO/Y (MOJEIbHAST
CTOYHAsE BOJa) CJejyromero cocrasa [6]:

e NaHCO3 — 480 wr;

e NH4Cl — 95,5 mr;

e KoHPO4 — 10,5 mr;

e KHyPOy4 — 5,25 wmr;

e CaCls - 2H2O — 63,1 wr;

e MgSOy, - THoO — 19,2 wr;

e Bosla — 1 J1.

B anomnyio u KaTonHy™0 KaMepy ObLIN I10-
MEIEHBl COOTBETCTBEHHO AHOJ[ W KATO, U3T0-
TOBJIEHHBIE U3 BOJIOKHUCTOIO MHEPTHOI'O yTJIe-
POJIHOTO MaTepHaJjia — YIJIEPOJIHOIO BOIIOKA
HTM-200M. Bce syiekTputeckue mMpOBOIHUKN

3KCIIEPUMEHTAJIbHON A4ellKU, KOHTAKTUPYIOIIe
€ 2KUJIKOCTBIO, TIOJIHOCTBIO OBLJIN BBIIIOJTHEHBI U3
HeMeTaInIeckux Marepuasos (rpadwur). Pas-
BuTasi nopepxuoctb HTM-200M cniocoberBoBa-
Ja 6osee 3HHEKTUBHON KOJOHU3AIIUN AHOJIA
mukpodJiopoit B anomuoit kamepe. Hokysis-
st MTD ocyrmecTBasiiin myTeM BHECEHUS B
AHOJHYIO KaMepPy HABECKH JIOHHBIX OTJIOYKEHUit
OPECHOBO/ITHOTO BOJ0OEMA, COJIEPIKAIIEH IMNPOKAIT
CIIEKTD IIPeJICTaBUTE el TeTepOTPOPHON MUKPO-
GJIOPBI, TPEUMYIIECTBEHHO aHAIPOOHON uit da-
KYJIbTATUBHO aHa’3pobHoii. JlokazaHo, UTO J1aH-
HbIe aHAdPOOHBIE OMOTOIBI COIEPKAT IJIEKTPO-
reunyio mukpodsiopy. B kadectBe cybcrpaTa
Jyist 6aKkTepuil B AaHOMHYIO KaMePy BHOCHUJIU TJIIO-
KO3y B KoHIeHTpanuu 1 /. Bo BHemHO©O 11e1b
ObLIa [IO/IKJII0YeHa HAIPY3Ka — PE3UCTOP COIPO-
tusjenueM 1,1 KOwm. Pesysbrarsr dpukcupoBasin
KaK Pa3HOCTH IMOTEHITUAJIOB Ha IMOJII0CAX PE3U-
cTopa, OTKyja Berauc/sim Beaunanny [ (A).

DKcIepuMeHTaAIbHAS 330349 Oblaa chopMy-
JINPOBaHA CJIEIYIONUM 00pa30M: CPABHUTH JIU-
HAMWKY CHUJIbI TOKa, reHepupyemoro MTD ¢ pas-
JIMIHBIM PACCTOSIHUEM MEXKJy aHOJIOM U MOHO-
CEJIEKTUBHOM MeMOPAHOI M, COOTBETCTBEHHO, C
pa3HbIME 00beMaMu aHOMHON KaMmepbl. [Ipu pas-
HBIX pa3Mepax aHoioB (3X5 ¢M), pa3MeIleHHbIX
B aHOJIHBIX KaMepax Pa3HOil JJIMHBI U 00'beMa,
U OJIMHAKOBOW KOHIIEHTPAIIMU OPraHUIeCKOTO
cybcTpaTa — IUIIOKO3bI CYMMapHOe KOJIMIEeCTBO

[VIIOKO3BI, BHECEHHOE B KaMEPbl, Pa3InIagoch
(rabi. 1).

OxkcrepumenT Juiics 6osiee 600 4, pe3ysib-
TaThl IPUBEJIEHBI Ha, puc. 1.

2. Maremaruyeckasi MOJIeJIb

Ilens pazpaboTKym MaTeMaTHIECKOM MO/Ie-
JII — U3yYeHHue IPOIECCOB, MPOUCXOIANINX B
MT?S c¢ rTeuenumem Bpemenu. /s yaéra mpo-
CTPAHCTBEHHOTO pacIpeaesieHnss MUKPOOHOM
OHOMaCChl, OPraHUIeCKOro cybcTpara u IpoIyK-
TOB €ro 1mepepaboTKu TpedyeTcs 3HAHNE MHOIHUX
rapaMeTpoB, XapaKTePU3yIOIIUX IIPOIECChI, 00y-
CJIOBJIEHHBIX HEOJIHOPOIHOCTHIO 9TOI'0 pacIpe-
Jenenus. B cuiy CJI02KHOCTH M3MEpPEHUsT STUX
mapaMeTpoB OyIeM pacCMaTPUBATL MOJIE/Ib C
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Puc. 1. lnnamMuka CHJIBI TOKa B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT Tuna (Homepa) MTD

MTOKA3aTeJISIMHI, PABHOMEPHO PaCIpelesIeHHbBIMI

mo oObEMaM aHOIHOM 1 KaToaHOl Kamep MTD.
HeussecTHBIMU, MOAJIEKAIINMEI OIPEIELTIE-

HUIO, OyJIeM CYUTATH CJIEAYIONIIE BETUIMHbI:

g (t) — cymMMapHbIii 3apsi| I0JIOKUTEILHBIX
YaCTHUI] B aHOHOM Kamepe;

q, (t) — cyMMapHBIil 3apsiji OTPUIATETLHBIX
JaCTHIl B aHOIHON KaMepe, B3sSIThIA CO 3HAKOM
TLTIOC;

q: (t) — cyMMapHBIi 3apsi]| OJIOKUTETHLHBIX
JaCTHUI] B KATO/IHOM KaMmepe;

m(t) — cymmapHasi Macca 6akTepuil B aHOJI-
HOIl Kamepe;

I(t) — cua TOKa B IIPOBOJIHUKE, COEJMHSIIO-
eM KJIeMMbI DaTapen;

p(t) — macca opranmveckoro cyberpara B
AHOIHOI KaMepe;

q(t) — ocTaTouHbIi 3apsi/| B HABECKE JOHHBIX
OTJIOXKEHUH B AHOIHON Kamepe.

3alaHHbIE TIapaMETPhl MOJIEJIH:

M — muddysronHas TPOHUIIAEMOCTD MEM-
OpaHbI;

Vi, Vi — 0OBEMBI aHOIHOI M KATOIHOI Ka-
Mep;

la, lp — paccTostHIE OT aHOIA W KATOAa 0
MeMOpPaHbI COOTBETCTBEHHO;

G — xk03dPUIUEHT TPOBOIUMOCTH CPE/IbI,
oTIpeIesIsieMbIil KOHCTAHTON B 3akone Kyrona;

E — xoadpdurment Topmozkenust Kymonos-
ckoit cuoit nuddysun depe3 meMOpaHy;

R — comporuBienne MPOBOTHUKA;

A — K03dDUIUEHT, XapaKTePU3y IO aK-
TUBHOCTb HGaKTEPUil;

D — ko3ddurimenT, xapakTepu3yIoImii CKo-
POCTh pasMHOXKEHUsT HaKTePHit;

K — xoHCTaHTa CKOPOCTH IOTJIONIEHUsT OaK-
TePUsIMUA OPraHUIeCcKOro cybcrpara;

B — xoaddurment, xapakTepu3yonnii CKo-
POCTH BBICBODOXK/IEHHUS OCTATOYHOTO 3apsijia B
HaBECKEe JIOHHBIX OTJIOXKEHHUIT;

() — 3apsiJi B HABECKE JIOHHBIX OTJIOKEHUU B
HMCXOHOM COCTOSTHUH, KOTOPBIIl BBICBODOIUTCsT
BHE 3aBUCUMOCTHU OT JefcTBusi GakTepuii;

mo — HadaJibHAs Macca DaKTepuii;

Po — KOJIMIECTBO OPraHUYIeCKOro cyocTparta
B Ha4YaJbHBII MOMEHT BPEMEHH;

Qo — HAYAJbHOE 3HAYEHUE OCTATOYHOIO 3a-
psjia B HABECKE JOHHBIX OTJIOYKEHMUIA.

Maremarudyeckasi MOIE/b, OIUCHIBAIONIAS
poriecchl, mpoucxosiiiue 8 MTD, Briouaet:

1. lucbdepennmaipabie ypaBHEHUS JIEKTPO-
JudOY3UOHHBIX ITPOIIECCOB.

+ +
q 9
—Am — M [ 2o _ 2k
m <Va )—i—
- _ gt
qalqa+q2_lk
a

dgy
dt

+E +Bq. (2.1)

Ypasuenne (2.1) onuceiBaeT U3MEHEHUE 3apsi/ia
[OJIOXKUTEIbHBIX HOHOB B aHOJHOI Kamepe.
Paccmorpum 11opobHO BESITUYUUHBL, BXO/Isi-
mue B ypasaerue (2.1):
dqg
dt
JKUTEJIbHBIX HOHOB;
Am — CKOpOCTh U3MEHEHUsI 3apsijia BCJIe/I-
CTBUE JIeATEeIbHOCTH OaKTepuii;
+ -
M <qa %) B (qaqamglk) B
Vo Wi lg

ITOTOK TOJIOYKUTEIHLHBIX NOHOB Yepe3 MeMOpamHy,

— CKOPOCTDHL U3MEHEHUA 3apdga I10JI0-
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IpUYEeM IIEPBOE CJIAraeMoe ONMUCHIBAET Auddy-
3UOHHYIO COCTABJISIONLYIO, & BTOPOE — KYJIOHOB-
CKYTO;

Bg — ckopocTh BBICBODOXKICHUST 3apsijia U3
JIOHHBIX OTJIOYKEHUI.

VYpasBHeHne

dq,
dt

OIIMCBHIBAET U3MEHEHUEe 3aps/1a OTPHUIATEIbHBIX
MOHOB B aHO/JHOW KaMepe, B 3TOM ypaBHEHUN

— Am — I + Bq (2.2)

da-
sz — CKOPOCTb M3MEHEHHUsT 3apsiia OTPHUIA-
TeJILHLIX MOHOB, I — CHJIa TOKa B IPOBOIHUKE.
VYpaBHeHune
+ +
Aoy _ (e %
dt Vo W

- _ gt
- E <q“lq“ +q,jlk> —1 (2.3)

OINCBHIBAECT U3MEHEHUE 3apAaa IIOJIOXKUTEIbHbIX
d +
a

dt

CKOPOCTBb UBMEHEHUA 3apsaa ITOJTO2KUTEIbHBIX
MOHOB B KATOJTHON Kamepe.
YpaBHeHue

HMOHOB B Ka,TO,ZLHOfI KaMepe, r/ie BeJIM9InHa

a
I=G———&%— 2.4
R(la + lk) ( )

cooTBeTCTBYeT 3aKOHY OMa JIJIsT TPOBOHUKA, CO-
EJIMHSIIOIIEr0 KJAeMMbI MUKPOOHOTO TOIJIMBHOTO

+
sjeMenTa. 3uech G lqﬁ — Pa3sHOCTh IOTEHIIU-
AJIOB MEZKJIy aHOJOM 1 KkaTo;LOM.
VYpaBHeHne
dgq
— =B 2.5
pri el (2.5)

OIINChIBaeT BbICBO60)KILeHI/Ie 3apdaa U3 JOHHBIX

OTJIOYKEHUH, BEJINIHA — — CKOPOCTH BBICBOOOXK-
JeHUs 3apaa. t

2. [Muddepentmaibibie ypaBHEHUST KHHETH-
KM OMOJIOTUIECKUX IIPOIIECCOB.

VYpaBHeHUst
dp
—=-K 2.
dt m’ (26)
dm pm
— =D— 2.7
dt Vs 27)

MOJIETUPYIOT TPOIECC PACXOJIOBAHUS OPTAHU e~
CKOro cybcTpara U M3MeHEHHUsI CYMMapHOH Mac-
cbl OaKTepHil COOTBETCTBEHHO.

3. Haganbuble ycaoBus

i =0 = 4¢3 li=0 = @} [+=0 = 0,
mli—0 = Mo, Pli=o = Po,
qlt=0 = qo-

3. Pe3ynbTaThl YnUCIIEHHBIX
SKCIIEPUMEHTOB

Yucsienuble pacdaeéThl, IPOBEIEHHBIE B PAM-
KaX MPEeJIO?KEHHON MOJIE/IH, TIOKA3aIN CJIeLYI0-
1ee:

1. IlepBoHavYa/ILHBIN BCIJIECK CUJIBI TOKA, Ha-
6Jro1aeMblii B 9Kcriepumente (puc. 1) u He 3a-
Bucsmuit or reomerpuu Kamep MTD, moxHO
O0BSICHUTD HAJIMIUEM OCTATOYHOTO 3apsiga B
HaBECKE JOHHBIX OTJIOYXKEHU, TTOMENIEHHBIX B
AHOIHYIO KaMepy. Y UET OCTaTOYHOrO 3apsiia qo
B MATEMaTHIECKON MOJEIN TaKKe IPUBOIUT K
[IEPBOHAYAJIBHOMY BCILIECKY CHJIBI TOKa (pHC.
2), He 3aBucsmEeMy ot reomerpun Kamep MTD;
npu qo = 0 Takoif BCIJIECK B NCJIEHHBIX KCIIE-
PUMEHTaX OTCYTCTBOBAJI.

2. Bo Bcex akcrepuMeHTax HADJIIOIAJICS BTO-
pPUYHBIH (OCHOBHOI) BCILIECK CHJIBI TOKA, BbI-
3BaHHBI MUKPOOUOJIOTTICCKUMU IIPOIECCAMU B
aHoaHON Kamepe MTD. Ha puc. 2 npuBemgeHb
Pe3yJIBTAThI YUCIEHHBIX pacuéToB ajist MTD ¢
XapaKTePUCTUKAMHU U3 TabJI. 1, U3 KOTOPBIX BUJI-
HO, YTO YBeJIMUEHNE PAa3MEPOB AHO/IHOM KaMepbl
[IPUBOJIUT K YBEJINICHUIO MAKCUMYMa, CUJIbI TOKA,
U CMEIIEHUIO €r0 TOJIOXKEHUS 110 BPEMEHMU.

KauecTBennoe coBmajienne pe3ysibTaToOB Ha-
TYPHBIX U IUCJIEHHBIX SKCIIEPUMEHTOB IIOJITBEP-
KIAET aJIEKBATHOCTD MPEJJIOYKEHHONW MaTeMa-
TUYIECKOI MOJIE/TM ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTD €€ IIpUMeHe-
HUS JIJIsl U3YYEHUs! IIPOIECCOB, TPOUCXOJIATINX

B MTS.

3akJiroueHue

B pabore mpennorkena maremMaTndeckast MO-
siesib MTD memOpanHoro Tuia Ha OCHOBE yCpeJl-
HEHUsA 110 00beMY KATOIHOM U aHOHON Kamep.
[Ipenoxkentnass MoJIe/Ib YIUTHIBAET: JIEKTPO-
i Hy3UOHHBIE TTPOIECCHI, MTPOUCKOJSIIIE B
aHOJIHOl 1 KaroxHol Kamepe (2.1)—(2.4), BbicBO-
6ok /IeHne 3apsijia U3 JOHHBIX OTI0XKeHuit (2.5),
IIPOIIECC PACXOIOBAHUSI OPTAHUIECKOTO CybcTpa-
Ta U [POIECC UBMEHEHUs CYMMapPHO# Macchl OakK-
repuit (2.6)(2.7).

PesysbraTbl HATYPHBIX ONBITOB U YUCJIEH-
HBIX SKCIEPUMEHTOB PabOTHI IMOJTBEPAKIAIOT
AJIEKBATHOCTD TPE/IJIOZKEHHOI MOJIEJIN.

MaremaTu1eckasi MOJEb TO3BOJISIET PE3KO
YOPOCTUTH pellleHne NIPaKTUIeCKNX ONTUMU3a-
[IMOHHBIX 3aja4 KoHCcTpyupoBanust MTI. K Ta-
KM 3aJa9aM MOYKHO OTHECTH: BBIOOP pa3MepoB
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mornaoctu MTD, onpeeienne BpeMeHn BbIXOIA
MT?9 ma HaAHOOIBITYIO MOITHOCTD.
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