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MATEMATNYECKOE MOAEJINPOBAHUNE ITPOIITECCOB
B MUKPOBHOM TOIIJINBHOM 3JIEMEHTE C YUYETOM
X ITPOCTPAHCTBEHHO HEOJHOPOHOCTU
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MATHEMATICAL MODELING OF PROCESSES IN A MICROBIAL FUEL CELL TAKING
INTO ACCOUNT THEIR SPATIAL HETEROGENEITY
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e-mail: mdrobotenko@mail.ru

Abstract. This work explores a mathematical simulation of the microbial fuel cell (MFC). We
consider a spatially inhomogeneous MFC model of the membrane type. Taking into account the
spatial inhomogeneity of the processes in the MFC leads to a nonlinear initial-boundary value
problem for partial differential equations, including the equations of electrodiffusion processes for
positive and negative ions in the anode chamber, equation of the dynamics of positive ions in
the cathode chamber, Poisson’s equation for the potential, initial and boundary conditions. To
solve it, a difference problem is constructed, linearized by lowering the values of the potential on
the lower-lying layer. Model calculations for MFC with different geometric characteristics were
carried out. The results of the calculations are obtained in the form of the current strength in the
MFC circuit versus time.

Keywords: microbial fuel cell, model waste water, anaerobic heterotrophic microflora, facultative
anaerobic heterotrophic microflora, math modeling, geometry of anode chamber, dynamics of

current-voltage characteristics

BBenenne

Ucnonb3oBanue OHMOJIOTTIECKIX TOILTHBHBIX
3JIEMEHTOB JIJIsl IIOJIy YeHNUs] 3JIEKTPUIeCKOil sHep-
I'UH C ITOMOIINBIO OMOXMMHYECKON peaKIU! OT-
HOCHTCA K NePCIeKTUBHBIM TexHosoruam. Ham-
GOJILITINIT MHTEPEC CEero/IHsA MPE/ICTABIISIOT MUK-
pobublie TormBHbE 3aeMenTsl (MTD), ncrons-
3ylolue B Ka4eCTBe KaTalu3aTOPOB Ie/Ible MUK-
POOPIraHU3MBbl.

UccnenoBannst u TEXHOJIOTHYIECKUE DPa3pa-
0OOTKEU pa3HbIX TUIIOB U KOHCTpyKIiuit MTD Be-
JYTCsL C TeJIBIO TIOBBIMIEHUST UX 9P HEKTUBHOCTH,
CO3JTAHMST HA WX OCHOBE PA3JIMIHBIX TEXHUIE-
ckux ycTpoiicTs. [Ipu 3TOM IIPOI0IKUTETHHOCTD
OJIHOTO IKCIIEPUMEHTAJILHOTO ITHKJIa MOXKET 3a-
HUMATD JICCSITKU JIHEH, UTO JIeJIaeT MaTeMAaTHU-
JeCKOe MOJICTUPOBAHNE OCOOEHHO AKTYAJILHBIM
JIJIST TAKUX UCCJIETOBAHUIA.

B nacrosiee Bpemsi HanboJibIliee pacipo-
CcTpaHeHue II0JIyYuJIM yCpeJHEHHble MaTeMaTu-

yeckue mogesu [1,2], onHako Takue MOJen siB-
JITIOTCS CHJIBHO YIIPOINEHHBIMU, HE YIUTHIBAIOT
HaJImIre MeMOpaHBI U He OObSICHSIIOT PsIaa 3h-
dekToB, HADTIOIAEMBIX B 9KCIIEPIMEHTAX.

V46T B MaTeMaTUIeCKON MOJIEIN ITPOCTPAH-
CTBEHHOI HEOIHOPOIHOCTH IPOUCXOJIANIAX B
MT?3 muporeccoB NPUBOJUT K HEJIUHEHHBIM
HavYaJIbHO-KPAEBbIM 3aJladaM JJjisi ypaBHEHU
B YACTHBIX NPOM3BOHBIX [3,4]|. st mpena-
raeMoil B HaCTOSIIEeN paboTe MaTeMaTHIeCKOM
mogiesi MTD MeMOpaHHOrO THIIA ITOCTPOEHA
PA3HOCTHAS 3aJ1a1a, IPOBEJIEHBI MOJIEIbHBIE DAC-
9ETHI.

1. MaremaTuuyeckass MOJeJib

Koncrpykrusno MTS npeacrasisier coboit
BAIOTHEHHYIO JKHUJIKOCTBIO KaMepy, Pas3/ieeH-
HYIO MOHOCEJIEKTUBHOI MeMOpaHOl Ha JiBe 1a-
CTH — aHOJHYIO U KaTOAHYIO. B aHOMHON KaMmepe
HaXOJINTCsI OPraHnvIecKuit cybcTpar u 6axTepun,
pagmaratorue opranuky. [lomydernsie B pe3yiib-
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TaTe TaKOro Pa3JjIoyKeHUsi IPOTOHBI auddyHII-
pyIoT Yepe3 MeMOpaHy B KATOIHYIO KaMmepy, B
pe3ysbTaTe MeXKIy 3JeKTPOJAMU B aHOTHONW U
KATOJTHOM KaMepaX BO3ZHUKAET PA3HOCTH IOTEH-
LIAAJIOB, DX 9TOM BO BHEIIHEH LIEIH, COEIUHSIIO-
el aHo/| U KaTo/l, IPOTEKAaeT JICKTPUICCKUNA
TOK.

B nacrosieii pabore paccMaTpUBaeTCs Ol-
HoMepHast Mogeab MTD. AHomHolt Kamepe co-
orBercTBYeT mHTepBaI 0 < x < [, KaToaHOl —
uHTepBaJ | < x < 1, MeMOpaHa pacIoo:KeHa B
Touke = [, aHOJ B TOouKe T = (), KATOJ B TOUKE
z=1.

Beenem ciiemytomnime 0003HATEHUST:

C~(t,x) — KOIEHTpaIUs OTPHUIATEIbHBIX
MOHOB B aHOJIHON KaMmepe;

C™*(t,x) — KoleHTpaIyst MOJOKUTETHHBIX
MOHOB B aHOJHOI M KaTOAHOU KaMepax;

j~(t,x) — mMOTOK OTPUIATEILHBIX HOHOB;

JT(t,r) — MOTOK MOJIOKUTEILHBIX HOHOB;

(t, x) — IMOTEHIUAT IEKTPUIECKOTO OIS,

d~—, dT — xoscbburnmentr! muddys3un orpu-
aTeJbHBIX U [TOJIOKUTEIbHBIX HOHOB;

27, 2T — 3apajI0Bble YNCIa OTPUIATEILHBIX
U IOJIOXKUTEIHHBIX NOHOB;

€0 — JUDJIEKTPUIECKAsT IPOHUTIAEMOCTh BJI-
BT

R, T, F — yauBepcajbHas ra30Bas MIOCTO-
siHHasi, abCOJIIOTHAsS TeMieparypa, ducjio Papa-
Jest;

F2
eeoRT’

MareMarnyeckass MOJE/b, OIMCHIAIONIAS
nportecchl, npoucxongamue B MTD, Bxiodaer B
cebst:

1. InddepeHiuaababie ypaBHEHUA 3JIEKTPO-
g PY3MOHHBIX MTPOIECCOB B AHOIHON Kamepe

’7:

0<z<l):
oc— . (*C— D [, 0y
o 4 (aﬂ +Z€h<céh>)+
+ /7 (L1
act (8PCt L9 [, 0
o ¢ (6:62 e 3:U<C ax>>+
+fr. (1.2)

Baech f(t,x) u fT(t, x) — bynkiuu, onu-
chIBaoIye 06pa30oBaHie OTPUIATEILHBIX U II0-
JIO’KNTETLHBIX HOHOB B aHOIHOI Kamepe. Kine-
THKa GHOIOrIUECKIX POIIECCOB, TIPOUCXOATIIX

B aHOJIHOI KaMmepe, MoIpobHO paccMoTpeHa B |5,
HO3TOMY B HACTOsAIIeH paboTe Mbl OrpaHUIUMCS
ciyqaem () = f+(t,$) = f(t)v dysKIHST
f(t) usBecrHa.

2. Tuddepennmanbaoe ypaBHEHUE 3JIEKTPO-
b dY3MOHHBIX MTPOIECCOB B KATOIHON Kamepe

(Il<z<l1):
act L (°Ct L0 (., 0y

3. Ypasuenue [lyaccona st 971€KTPUIECKO-
ro norernuana (0 < x < 1):

Prx =7 (Z_C_ + Z+C+) = '7(27 C) (14)
4. HagasbHbIe YCIIOBUS:
C (0,) =0, O0<z<l,
(1.5)
CT(0,2) =0, 0<z<l1.
5. I'panuvnble yCc/jI0BUS I HOHOB:
C(t0)=0, j (t,1)=0,
(1.6)
jt(t,0)=0, CT(t,1)=0,
U JIJIs TOTEHITHAJIA,
1
o(t0) = | [ 0rgde+ o))
0
o(t,1) = (1.7)

1

= | [0 -9+ R
0
Baecy Fy(t) Fi(t) — 3apsiabl Ha Karoue u
aHoJle B MOMEHT BPEMEHH t.
6. Yciosue na membpane

lim j7(t,€)

= I it &) =
e51-0 £—I>IZT41-0J (t.€)

=X[CT(t D], (1.8)

re [CT(t,1)] — ckauok konuenrparuu C(t, 1)
B Touke & = [, A — Ko3ddurmenT mporopiimo-
HAJIbHOCTH.

I'pannunsie yeaosust (1.7) osHauaror, 910
JIeBasi IPAHUIA AHOJHOI KaMepPbl HEIIPOHUIIAeMa,
JUTSt TIOJIOZKUTEJIbHBIX HOHOB, MeMOpaHa Helpo-
HUIAEMa JIJIs OTPUIATEIBHBIX HOHOB; OTPHIIA-
TeJIbHbIE NOHBI TIpu = = () IMepexodsT Ha aHO,
a IIOJIOZKHUTEJIbHBIE IIDU X = 1 — Ha KaTO.

YesoBue Ha Membpane (1.8) osnagaer,
9TO MeMOpaHa He IOIVIOMAET II0J0KUTEIbHBIX
HOHOB U HE IIPENSTCTBYET UX IEPEXO/LY U3 AHOJI-
HOIl B KATOJHYIO KaAMepy U 0OPaTHO.
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2. Pa3znoctHas 3ama4da

Hns pemenns 3amaqn (1.1)—(1.8) 6pura mo-
CTPOEHA PA3HOCTHAS 3a/a4a, JIMHeAPN30BaHHAS
3a CYET CIIyCKa 3HAUEHHI MOTEHIINAIA HA HUK-
HUH 110 BpeMeHU CJIOM.

Pasznocraas 3agada BKIo4YaeT B cebs:

— pa3HOCTHBIE ypaBHEHHUA /1 KontenTparnmit C~
n CT B amomHoit Kamepe:

(CT = (C) _
- _
) =)+ (C)EH
— 72 +
4o (C_)ﬁll - (C_)fjll . <P§+1 - 90?—1+
2h 2h

+27(CT = O | + (T

()

(CH)i = (C)

-
g (O =20+ (e
= +
12
g (CJF)ﬁf - (C+)fj11 ) <P§+1 - 90?71+
2h 2h

+ 2O 2, 0F) )+ (FTF,

k>0, 0<i<i.

— Pa3HOCTHBIC YpaBHCHUA J1JIdd KOHIICHTPAIIUN C+
B KaTO,ZLHOfI KaMepe:

(CH)E = (C)

-
_ g [(COE =20 + (O
= 3
e (CJF)le ~ (C+)ff11 ) Pi — i

2h 2h
+2H (O (=0 ),
k>0, 4<i<n.
31ech

(Ci)f ~ Ci(tkwri)? (CJr)f ~ CJr(tkaxi);

— Pa3HOCTHbLIE YPaBHEHUA JIJId ITOTEHI[UAJIA:

o —20F + ok
h2

= 7(27 Cf)»

k>0, 0<i<n.

HavasibHble 1 TpaHUYHBIE YCIOBUS J1JIsi KOH-
[EHTPAIUI aIIIPOKCUMUPYIOTCsSI OOBITHBIM 0Opa-
30M; JIJIsT BBLITUC/IEHUsT 3HAYEHU TTOTEHIINATIOB
na snexrpotax Fo(tF) m Fy(t*) ucnombsyiores
snadenus noTokos ;- (tF,0) m 5T (t*1).

3. PesynbTaThl YNCIIEHHBIX PACYETOB

B pamkax mpemgmoskeHHOI MOIeIN OBLIN TPO-
BeJIeHbI TeCTOBbIe pacuerbl. B kadectse f(t) GbI-
Jia B3dTa pyHKIUSA, rpaduKk KOTOpoi m3obpa-
2K€H Ha puc. 1.

Ha puc. 2 npusejsienbl rpaduku CHibl TOKA
BO BHEITHEN TENU IPU PA3JIMIHOM PACIIOJIOXKE-
nun Membpanbl B kamepe MTD. Bunno, aro ¢
yBeJINYEHNEM aHOIHOW KaMephbl MaKCHUMAaJIbHOE
3HAYEHUE CUJIbI TOKA YBEJIMUUBAECTCS U JIOCTHU-
raeTcs Ipu OOJIBIIIEM 3HAYECHUU BPEMEHU, UTO
COIJIACyeTCsi ¢ pesyjabraraMu paborsl [5| st
YCPETHEHHOM MOJIEJI.

WccnenoBana 3aBUCHMOCTD CHJIBI TOKa BO
BHemHel 1menu oT kodddunuenta auddy3un
d~ ucnosbsyemoro B8 MTD opranmdeckoro cyo-
crpara.

Ha puc. 3 nupusesienbl rpaduku Cujibl TOKA
Bo BHermHell 1enu npu | = 0,5 s koaddu-
muentoB muddysun d- = 0,1, d- = 0,01 n
d~ = 0,001.

3akJrrouyeHmue

B pabore mpennorkena mareMaTndecKast MO-
sesib MTD mMeMOpaHHOIrO THITA, YIUTHIBAKOIIAS
IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO HEOTHOPOIHOCTD ITPOUCXO-
JgmyuX B HEM mporieccoB. [Ipesjioxkennast Mo-
Jeb BKIo4YaeT: audepenrmaabHble ypaBHe-
HUsT 971eKTPoandy3UOHHBIX IPOIECCOB B aHOI-
HO#l U KATOMHOI Kamepax, ypasuenue llyaccona
JIJIST 9JIEKTPUYIECKOTO TIOTEHIINAJIA, YCJIOBUE HA
MeMOpaHe, HauaJIbHbIe U TPAHUYIHBIE YCJIOBUSI.

ITocrpoena tmHeapu30BaHHasT PA3HOCTHAS
3a/1a4a, TPUBEIEHDBI PE3Y/IbTATHI YHCAECHHBIX PAC-
qétoB. [losydennbie pe3ysibTaThl CPABHUBAIOTCSH
C pe3yJIbTaTaMu JIjIs yCPEIHEHHON MOJIEJIH.

Paccmorpennast MmaremaTudeckast MOJIEND C
TOYKH 3PEHUsT aJIEKBATHOCTU OIUCAHUS TTPOUC-
xogsnux B MTD mporieccoB mpeaiiouTuTebHee
YCPEJIHEHHDBIX MOJIesieil U 03BoJIseT OoJiee TOY-
HO peliaTh HPaKTUYECKUE OINTUMU3AIMOHHDBIE
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zajagn koncrpyupoBanusa MTD. K takum 3a1a-
JaM MOKHO OTHECTH: BBLIOOD Pa3MepOB aHOHOIM
U KATOIHON KaMepbI JJIsl YBEJIUUCHIS MOITHOCTH
MT?9, onpenesnenue Bpemenu Boixoga MTD Ha
HaHOOJIBIITYIO MOITHOCTD.
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